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Dear Sip:-

On March 18, 1920, a communication was addressed to you in behalf of the

Board of Trustees of the American University at Cairo, setting forth the progress that
had been made in the plans for estgblishing and laumching this University which aims
to serve the Mohemmadan world at its great intelleotusl center, CaiFfo. The reply re-
ceived to that communication intimeted that certain plans were under way for a compre-
hensive study of the whole educational situation in the Near East, and that the con-
slderation of any assistance to be given to institutions within that territory would
best await the completion of this survey. The information has reached us that owing
to the disturbed political condition and to other plans replacing those original pleans,
the program for a formal survey of the Near East has been sbandoned. Meanwhile, the
American University at Cairo has actually been lawnched, and developments 0f such im—

4~ DPportancs have taken place both within the country and in the educational opportunity

;;f' fagcing the University,,we believe that a statement of the present situation is
warranted. The Trustees desire in this connection to present to you certain acute
needs of the University in meeting which your cooperation is requested.

. {(1}. The University project has been laynched: On October 5, 1920, the
College of Arts and Science of the University opened its doors to students of the first
wé and second years of the Government Course, roughly approximaté:EDFTeshnﬂn and Sophomore

“ﬁ years in the present educational developments of Bgypt. The enrolment now stands at
142, distributed as follows:
First Year: English, 22; Arabic, 30; Total 52
y Second Year: English, 37; Arabic, 53; Total 90
L/// Total: English, 59; Arsbic, 83; Total 142

Most significant is the enrolment from the point of view of indicating the
important olasses of society that are being reached. Among the students enroled, there
are the following:

2 sons of Governors of Provinces

3 sons of Mayors of towns

4 sons of Mohammedan Judges of the Superior Courts

24 sons of Pashas and Beys. The Pasha revresents the highest social
and political-order below the Sultan's family, namely royalty.

Those who are familiar with the sensitiveness of public opinion in orien-
tal, and especially Mohammedan lends, will appreciate how great an achievement is rep-
resented in this auspicious launching of a Christian University projeat and the winning
to it of public favor through Christisn friendliness and disinterested servics.

The present staff consists or five American permanent professors, four
short-term American teachers, seven Egyptian imstrmetarsz teachers, and sn English

matron.gfg} further details, see Appendix Aif




{2). Bggpt and National Independence: The outstanding event of recent
months is the publication of the Milner Commission's Report. While numerous steps are
yet to be talen before the proposald of this Eeportfbecomqé effective, there seems to
be no ground for doubting that the main provisions of the Report will indeed be
adopted. The significance of these proposals is almost beyond calculation, and they
have awgkened a tremsndous interest throughout Egypt and the Near East., While it is
vroposed that Great Britein will pretty much take charge of foreign relationships and
the right of foreigners in the cowuntry in order to safeguard these thoroughly, Egypt
is to be giveéfﬁll internal matters a@i independent monarchical constitutional govern-
ment. These proposals have challenged Egypt and the Egyptians to such a degree that
it seems as if to the opportunity for service which previously faced the University,
there has been added a new opportunity of equel magnitude, which when added to the
former opportwmity is not only encouraging but reaslly embarrassing.

It is in these developmenis that is. to be found the explanation of the
uusual enrolment that greeted the opening of the University and the attendance of
such representative classes,

Much might be stated at length to elaborate the unusual opportunity of
the University in the presence of this great impending national evpnt of Egyptisn in-
dependenca, but, in a word, it may be stated that the new situation L put very great
pressure upon the University to speed up its program and development, and particularly
t0 lzunch out in University Extension work which may help to meet the requirements of
general education and the guidance of public opinion, esmwscially the opinion of the
official and leading classes.

(3). FPuture Develovpment of the University: In the light of the foregoing facic
the Trustees of the American University at Cairo feel a double pressure upon them to prec
forward in the developmant of the UnlverSItyaalcng the lines of the following program in
particular:

(a). College of Arts and Science: It is imperative that during 1921-22
the present classes be carried forward one year, snd that in the
next year,l1922-23, the fourth year of the course be added. This
will complete the four year course of the Collegiate Devartment,
but should the Government decide to advance the educational standard:
by the addition of another pre—-professional year, as now seems likel:
the University will, of course, contemplate making provision for such
an additional year also. Whether the addition of such yearg of study
would involve dropping some of the earlier years of study, will de-
pend upon the future classification of these years. For the present..
they would appear to ve vitazl to a unified educetional development
leading up to the professional courses.

{b}. Scheol of Oriental Studieg_ For several years the two leading missic
operating in Egypt, the American United Presbyterian Mission and the
British Church Missionary Society, have developed a Training School
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for missionaries working in lchamnedan and Arabid-speaking lands.
This School has been patronized not only by the missionaries and
workers of the missions in Egypt, but also by missionaries appointed
to other Mohammedan lands. The University has been approached with
the request that it should take over this important institution,
which has also large possibilities of further development as a
training center for the missionary bodies of the liochammedan world.
One of the buildings of the University lends itself as a suitzble
and approprisie separate building for the use of this Training
School, with a view to its development into a School of Oriental
Studies. A conditional offer of financial assistance has been se-
cured. 'This offer and the entire plan are elaborated separately in
Appendix B.

{c). University Extension lectures: It is difficult to describe the ve:

grest eagerness of the Zgyntian public, particularly of the educztec
and leading classes, for informetion that will visuslize the prac-
tices end the nrinciples of Western civilization. The impending
political opportunity, with its proposed national independence, nas
whetted the avwetite for such information. The only existing oppor-
twmity for meeting that is to be found in the publication of mags-
zines and newspaners of Egypt which for the most part are influence.
by ulterior political motives in all their deliverances. A unigue
opportunity exists, therefore, to reach the leading and agfficinl
classes, esneciglly the social stratum from which the student body
itself is drawn, by means of a well organized course of public leso-
tures on such towics as the following:

"Public Health"

“"The Family and the Position cf “‘oman™

"Public Hducation"

"Commanity Velfare"”

"Principles Underlying a cound Zationt. Development"
It is proposed, bscause of the soclali nece.sities in Bgyont, to have
senarate courses amlong these lines for men and for women. The dets
of this plan are elaborated in Apvendix v,

Teacher firsining: The plans for the University have always contes-

plated the developmeht of a School of Zducation, but the Kilner Com-
mission's Report proposing as it does the handing over at an esrly
date of the Hinissry of Zducetion of Bgynt to Zgyptlan leadership an
control, creates a situation of urgency for tne early develonment of
this 3chool of Jducation,so that it mar cooperatesat once in the pr-
lems that must be faced when the HEgyptians take nold of this 1argé

Cresnonsibiiity for the vublic education of Zgyopt. Already one vro-

fessor, s graduate of Deachers' Training Coliege of Columbla Univer-
gsity, has beon sant to Zgybt, but 1f the Jchool or wduecstion is to v
daveloped, there will need to be added in the near future two other



